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	Plate Tectonics and Plate Boundaries


	Main Idea
Plate Tectonics

	Picture
	Notes
The theory that explains how convection currents in the mantle push and pull the plates of crust.

	Convection Currents

	
	The earth’s core is hotter than the crust. Due to these different temperatures, different densities result in the mantle depending upon location. The hotter material is less dense and rises towards the earth’s surface. While, the cooler more dense magma sinks toward the center or the earth (core).

	Convergent Plate Boundary Continent to Continent

	
	Crustal Feature Formed
When two plates come together or collide it is called a convergent boundary.

Mountains are formed from the uplift in crust.



	Convergent Plate Boundary 
Oceanic to Continent

	
	Crustal Feature Formed
Oceanic and continental plate come together or collide. The more dense, oceanic crustal plate is pulled under (subducted) the continental plate. A trench is formed. The magma resulting from the melting oceanic plate gets pushed up, forming volcanoes.

	Divergent Plate Boundary Continent to Continent
	
	Crustal Feature Formed
When two continental plates divide, a rift valley is formed.



	Divergent Plate Boundary Oceanic to Oceanic
	
	Crustal Feature Formed
When two oceanic plates divide, magma comes up to form new crust. When the plates continue to divide, ridges are formed.

Sea-floor spreading



	Transform Plate Boundary
	
	Crustal Feature Formed
When two plated slide past each other. 

The crustal feature formed is called a fault line.

Earthquakes occur along faults.


